Class Action Lawsuit on “Hot Fuel” Moves Forward

A federal district court judge in Kansas granted class-action status for two lawsuits claiming that fuel retailers are short-changing consumers by selling “hot fuel.”   The lawsuits, which were first filed in 2007, allege that fuel retailers purchase fuel at a 60 degrees Fahrenheit reference temperature and then sell the fuel at higher temperatures.  As fuel temperature increases the fuel expands and has less energy (BTUs) per gallon.  The certification of the class action suit is not a decision on the merits of the underlying fraud claim.

Last year, the National Conference of Weight and Measures (NCWM) rejected recommendations on the installation automatic temperature compensation (ATC) fuel dispensers.  This decision was is in line with ATA’s position opposing the use of ATC fuel dispensers, which is based on the cost of ATC, the lack of benefit to fuel consumers, and the absence of uniformity in the marketplace.  Contact:  Rich Moskowitz at rmoskowitz@trucking.org
