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Charles “Tom” Buckles


 

USPS’s Charles ‘Tom’ Buckles Named
TMC Front-Line Supervisor of the Year

ARLINGTON, Va. – The Technology & Maintenance Council (TMC) of American Trucking Associations presented its Excellence in Maintenance Supervision Award to Charles “Tom” Buckles, during TMC's 2011 Annual Meeting and Transportation Technology Exhibition, held Feb. 8-11 in Tampa, Fla.

The award recognizes front-line supervisors who have displayed excellence and professionalism in maintenance supervision, both technically and administratively. Buckles supervises 15 technicians at the USPS vehicle maintenance facility in Nora, Ind.

His direct supervisor, Susan Murff, said Buckles possesses a number of characteristics that make him an excellent supervisor — outstanding leadership, technical aptitude, even temperament, friendly disposition, and effective communications skills.

But what sets him apart, she said, is his obvious lover for this vocation. “When observed performing his duties, it is evident he is clearly in his element and loving every minute of it. What’s more, he’s also able to impart his enthusiasm onto his direct reports.”

At his vehicle maintenance facility, he has helped improve overall maintenance statistics, moving the district into first in its performance area, as well as helping save $35,000 a year and 40 hours of labor a week by outsourcing component rebuilding. 

Candidates for this award were all employed in direct supervision of maintenance technicians and exhibited superior performance in equipment maintenance supervision. Higher levels of management are not eligible for the award.

Any company interested in submitting a nominee for next year's TMC "Excellence in Maintenance Supervision Award" should submit to TMC staff a brief essay (500 words) on why the nominee should be selected. Copies of supporting documentation such as certifications, commendation letters, awards, etc. may be submitted with the nominating essay. A special panel of TMC leaders selects award winners each year.

Nominations should be submitted to: TMC Selection Panel, Excellence in Maintenance Supervision Awards, c/o: Technology & Maintenance Council, American Trucking Associations, 950 N. Glebe Road, Arlington, VA 22203.

TMC, a technical council of American Trucking Associations, is North America's premier technical society for truck equipment technology and maintenance professionals. TMC features a diverse membership of equipment managers, service-dealers, owner-operators, industry suppliers and manufacturers, educators, academia and others that support the trucking industry. TMC member fleets represent the broad range of industry vocations, including truckload, less-than-truckload, municipal, private, on/off-highway, construction and other operations. Find out more about TMC online at http://tmc.truckline.com.

American Trucking Associations, the national trade association for the trucking industry, is a federation of affiliated state trucking associations, conferences and organizations that includes more than 37,000 motor carrier members representing every type and class of motor carrier in the country.  ATA serves the interests of more than nine million people and 420,000 companies involved in trucking before Congress, the courts and regulatory agencies. http://www.truckline.com 
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TMC Meeting Dates
TMC's 2011 Fall Meeting & National Technician Skills Competition

Raleigh Convention Center

Raleigh, N.C.

September 19-22

TMC's 2012 Annual Meeting & Transportation Technology Exhibition

Tampa Convention Center

Tampa, Fla.

February 21-24

TMC's 2012 Fall Meeting & National Technician Skills Competition

David L. Lawrence Convention Center

Pittsburgh, Pa.

September 10-13

TMC's 2013 Fall Meeting & National Technician Skills Competition

Nashville Music City Center

Nashville, Tenn.

March 12-15


